Patient 1
A 9-year-old girl had suffered from severe hearing loss from birth. Hard of hearing (HOH) was found at the age of three months. She was able to communicate with a loud voice to others. Patient 1 had a preexisting problem in auditory function by birth. Armon et al reported two patients over the age of 70 manifesting VPA-induced sensorineuronal hearing loss. They suggested that preexisting presbycusis was a contributing factor to this side effect (1) . VPA might produce irre- Since VPA-induced ototoxicity could depend on preexisting illness in auditory system, VPA should be discontinued when continuous HOH occurs or worsens during administration of VPA. In patients without a preexisting auditory problem, VPA might be continued with careful observation by audiogram.
There have been no reports on VPA-induced hearing loss in patients without hearing problems. VPA may be used cautiously in patients with auditory dysfunction.
